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Abstract  
One of the problems that have dragged the Nigeria economic development to the state of 

standstill is insecurity. It has become so prevalent that its impact can be felt in every area of 

endeavor in Nigeria today. Importantly, one of the best ways of solving Nigeria insecurity 

problem is by strengthening our educational sector so as to boost Nigerian National 

Development. In doing this, religion education which is character building education, can 

serve as panacea to slowing the insecurity problem in Nigeria. To this regard, this work 

focuses on   Religious Education as a Panacea to Sustainable Security and Economic 

Development in Nigeria. It narrates the history of religious education in Nigeria, aims and 

objectives of moral education; the usefulness of Christian Education in building human mind 

for security and peace. It also dealt into some of the values promoted by Christian Education 

that can reduce insecurity and the consequences of insecurity on Nigeria economy. The work 

therefore suggests that Nigeria government should intensify the study of Christian Religious 

Studies in the Nigerian schools so as to boost the character of Nigeria children positively and 

that Nigeria should monitor religion teaching so as to avoid indoctrination instead of teaching.  
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Introduction 

    There is no gain saying that security system of Nigeria today is in a sorry state. There 

is no any part of Nigerian nation that is not experiencing one particular security challenges or 

the other. In the hierarchy of needs developed by Maslow, safety occupied the second 

position of importance out of man’s needs (Alhamdu, 2001). Insecurity has done a lot of 

damage to the Nigerian economic system today. It has pushed back some of the investors that 

are willing to invest in Nigeria. Instead, most of them have relocated to the neighboring 

African countries like Ghana, republic of Benin, Cameroon and other neighboring nations. 

This has generated circles of crisis of unemployment, poverty, economic stagnation and other 

economic problems in Nigerian. 

To come out of this, there is need to revisit our value-based education so as to get it  

revitalized for efficient value demands of our society today.  Christian Religious Education is 

value-oriented education which taught at every sectors of our society both at home, church, 

school, and through the mass media. This makes it so effective as a medium of teaching 

moral values that are lacking in the Nigerian society today. In the same way, the value that is 

taught by the Christian Education is universalistic in nature. The values promote by Christian 

Religious Education is also in tune with the values propagated by Aristotle cited by 

Khajapeer (2013) that, “moral values consist in the rational control of the  irrational desires 

and appetite of the soul. These virtues according to Aristotle consist in courage, temperance, 

justice, self-respect, liberty, e.t.c. are practice (taught until they are established as a habit. 

Clarification of Terms 

For better understanding of this work, the following terms needed to be clarified: 

Christian Education, Economic Development, and Sustainable Security. 
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Christian Education 

Christian Education, according to Ilori (2002) is the kind of instruction and training 

which leads one to a knowledge of the scriptures and Christianity ways of life. This education 

is essentially given to promote moral and the spiritual life of the citizenry (Christians). It also 

leads one into worshipping and acknowledgment of God and to do His will. To this extent, 

Christian Education teaches the values that Christianity promotes which includes non-

violence and other moral values. Christian Religious Education essentially trains the learners 

mind against imbibing the negative values in the society. 

 

Economic Development 

In most cases, the concept of Economic development and growth are normally thought to 

be the same by some scholars .As a matter of fact, Jhingan (2015) sees economic 

development and growth as the same. To him, it is in respect of which the term is used that 

makes it different. According to him, the raising of income levels generally called economic 

growth in rich countries but in poor ones, it is called economic development. But Anne 

(2012) sees economic development as  the process whereby simple low-income national 

economies are transformed into modern industrial economies. Dayo and Smith cited in Saleh, 

Lailah, Ifeyinwa & Kakeru (2019) identified three objectives of development. According to 

them, increase availability and widen the distribution of basic life sustaining goods such as 

food, shelter, health and protection.  

i. To raise the levels of living in addition to higher income, the provision of more 

jobs, better education and greater attention to cultural and human values, all of 

which will serve not to enhance material well-being also to generate individual 

and national self-esteem. 

ii. To expand the range of economic and social choices available to individuals and 

nation by freeing them from servitude and independence, nor only in relation to 

other people and nation states but also to the force of ignorance and human 

misery. 

 

Sustainable Security 

Generally, the concept of security has to do with protection. To this extent, David 

(2014) sees security as the condition or feeling of safety from harm or danger, the defense, 

protection and preservation of core values, and the absence of threats to acquire values. 

However, Braitwaith cited by Mohammed (2005) sees security as the absence of threat to life, 

property and socio-economic well being of the people. Sustainable security therefore, is the 

ability of the society to provide, guarantee and sustain the security of the people, property and 

environment for the purpose of the present and future 

 

History of Religious Education in Nigeria  

To understand and appreciate the impact of Christian education on the peace and 

security of Nigerians, there is need to trace the history of Christian religious education in 

Nigerian educational sector briefly. As a matter of fact, religious education was introduced 

into Nigerian the Nigeria school programme through the activities of the missionary which 

first came to Nigeria in19th century (Falade, 2016). Precisely, the year 1515 marked the 
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beginning of studying religious education in Nigeria  school when Catholic missionaries who 

visited Oba of Benin set up what can be regarded as school in Oba’s palace for his sons and 

sons of his chiefs who were converted to Christianity during this period (Ilori, 2002). 

In the same vein, by 1571, another school was established by the same Catholic 

missionaries in Warri. The kind of education the school offered the pupils in the school was 

Christian-oriented which specifically establishes its basis on the scriptures (Ilori, 2002). 

Although part of the objective of educating Africans during that time was to train African to 

become lawyers, engineers, doctors and other professionals, but the primary objective was to 

gain converts among Africans to Christianity. To this extent, according to Fafunwa (2004), 

the major preoccupation of the missionaries during the period was to gain converts and train 

them. Importantly, Bible Knowledge, Christian hymns and catechism were taught to the 

pupils to make them have a strong Christian and moral base. The bible was the master-

textbook and every subject, no matter how remote it was, had to be connected in some way to 

the scripture (Ilori, 2004) Mr. and Mrs. de Graft of Methodist Mission were the people that 

established the first primary school in 1843 while the first Christian secondary school (CMS 

Grammar School) was established in 1876 in Lagos (Fafunwa, 2004). One of the important 

subjects that were offered by the studentswas Christian religious education. According to 

Falade (2016), “since then Christian religious knowledge (CRK) has been one of the school 

subjects in Nigeria. With the establishment of CMS Grammar School, it marked the 

beginning of increment of missionary schools”. 

Oni (2013) reiterated that from 1960, when Nigeria gained her independence from her 

colonial masters, Britain, up to 1973, there were many missionary schools at the primary and 

secondary school levels; in which they offered Christian Religious education essentially. 

Even till date, Christian Religious Education still remains compulsory subject for students in 

primary and junior secondary schools. This is meant to develop the students’ values such as 

humility, respect, love, kindness, justice, fair play, forgiveness, orderly behaviour and selfless 

service to God and humanity (Oni, 2013). 

 

Reasons why Nigeria Experiences Insecurity 

 There are several reasons why insecurity is experienced in every part of Nigeria 

today. One of them is porous border. Nigeria shares border with many African countries like 

Cameroon, Niger, Republic of Benin, Mali and other places. Nigeria borders with these 

countries has been serving as conducts for illicit trade of small arms , light weapon and drugs, 

movement of weapons easily passes through this border. Besides, it has been established that 

most of the terrorist plaguing the North east, the armed bandits and kidnappers tormenting 

part of the north west and other parts of the nation and cattle herders unleashing mayhem in 

the north central and southern Nigeria has been confirmed to have had free movement into 

Nigeria through the porous borders of Nigeria. 

Added to this is the rate of unemployment. The rate of unemployment has been 

consistently high in the country every year. Majority of youths turned out in the Nigerian 

higher institutions in the country are unemployed. Few who are employed are 

underemployed. According to the statistic of unemployment, in the year 2020, Nigeria 

employment experienced one of the worst records of 27.1 percent in the second quarter of 

2010. Unemployment is also projected in Nigeria to trend around 32.50 percent in 2021 and 
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2022 accordingly. Since symbiotic relationship exists between employment and insecurity, 

Nigeria should not expect the level of insecurity to become lesser except drastic measures are 

taken against unemployment (Trading Economic, 2020).  

The level of drug using is very high in Nigeria; this also contributes to the high 

insecurity level in the country. According to United Nations (2018) on the prevalence use  of 

drug in Nigerian,  which is based on the geo-political zones of Nigerian, North-west 

zone12%, north-central zone 10%, south-west, 22.4%, south-south zone 16.6%, south-east 

zone 13.8%, north-east zone 13.6%. The types of drugs that this people are addicted to ranges 

from cannabis to opioids, tranquilizers, amphimixes, sedation and others in Nigeria, United 

Nations Record of 2018 showed that 10.6 million Nigerians are addicted to cannabis, 4.6 

million also used pharmaceutical opioids, 238 thousand also used amphetamines and several 

others. 

In the same vein, Nigeria nation is under policed. Nigeria has more than 370, 000 

police officers of police ratio of 1 to 400 people. But majority of the policemen, instead of the 

guiding the masses, majority of these police men form and guides the entourage of the 

political class and other well- to- do people (VIP). Because of this, so many villages do not 

have policemen to protect them in Nigeria. Also, there are places known as “ungoverned 

places” which policemen, by the virtue of their number cannot cover and guide, this 

“ungoverned places” are the places where the criminal elements resides. The people that live 

in these places are do not experience the presence of security officers therefore, they easily 

fall prey to the criminals living in these places.  

Corruption is another factor. Every sector of Nigerian economy is heavily corrupt. 

Those who supposed to keep Nigeria secure are also corrupt. Nigeria has one of the most 

corrupt defenses in the world. Again, Nigeria police force (NPF) is also endemically corrupt, 

poorly paid and often predatory (Carnegie endowment for international peace, 2018) 

confirmed  that in 2016, security operatives seized a total of $800,000 in a rare crackdown on 

judges – including a supreme court Justice who was implicated in fraud and money 

laundering. Under these people, it is easy for criminals to be allowed to go unpunished.  

Mostly, wrong religious teaching also contributes to this great insecurity we 

experience in Nigeria today. Some of the spiritual messages preached in some of the religious 

centreshelp in aggravating insecurity. Instead of teaching the members of the congregation, 

what their religious teachers what the religious leaders is preaches is indoctrination.  

Poverty level is very high in the country today. Nigeria is adjudged to be the capital of 

the world’s poverty. The survey conducted in 2018-2019 by the World Bank and released by 

the National Bureau of Statistics shows that 40percent of the total population of 83 million 

people live below the poverty line of 137,430 naira per year in Nigeria (World Bank, 2020). 

It is easy to co-opt these people living below the poverty line to join criminal gangs so as to 

make ends meet than the children of the elites.  

Illiteracy rate is equally very high. Literacy rate in Nigeria in 2018, by zone and 

gender shows that in the North Central, level of illiteracy of male was 72.9%, female 49%, 

North East 50.5% and female31.8%, North West male 59% and female 29%, South West 

male 89%, female 80.69 (Simona, 2020). Correlating this level of illiteracy in every part of 

Nigeria today with the level of insecurity, according to the figure given by Simona, one will 
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find out that the areas that have lowest literacy level are the ones experiencing heavy 

insecurity. 

 

Usefulness of Christian Education in Building Human Mind for peace and Security 

The usefulness of religious education is enormous in the area of shaping the mind and 

life of the learners. Religious education has been playing a pilot role in shaping the mind and 

life of the people, especially from negative to positive mind. Ilori(2004) points out the 

following as some of the role religious education plays in the life of the learners; 

i. It builds the integrity of thought and act in the learners  

ii. It builds in the learners the consciousness of equal regard of human personality 

wherever found. 

iii. It gives the learner faith in the free play of intelligence both to guide, study and direct 

action. 

iv. It also makes the learners to develop values of refined thought and feeding that are 

requisite to bring life to its finest quality 

Asides, it exposes the mind of the learners to why and how to make peace with the fellow 

human being and the usefulness of peace in the society. It exposes the learners to awareness 

of negative destructive ways of conflict and creates in them the importance of mutual and 

peaceful living. It puts in the mind of the learners the consciousness to live an exemplary life; 

not merely in his thinking but also in his conducts (Ilori, 2004). This is the reason why 

Christian Religious Education is variously described as character education, peace education, 

religious education, peace education, religious education, moral education e.t.c. The main 

preoccupation of Christian education is to plant peace values of non-violence, social justice 

and human right in the mind of the learners. It also creates in the mind of the learner’ speace, 

knowledge which involves conflicts resolution methods in the mind of the learners (Jacob, 

2004). 

Teaching and learning Christian religious education makes the learner an effective 

citizen who is ready to participate in every positive endeavours and achievements of his/her 

society. Ilori (2002), points out that effective citizenship does not limit to the fulfillment of 

elementary political responsibility but it also includes the need for tolerance of one another, 

social justice for all and development of genuine social conscience.  

Aside from the fact that Nigerian society and every other known world religion attach 

much importance to sanctity of life, Christian educators learning place emphasizes on 

sanctity of life, they also build in the minds of the learners to abhor anything that can lead to 

destruction of life and properties such as toleration of others, culture of perfect love, spirit of 

live and let other live e.t.c. as one of the objectives of teaching and learning Christian 

education in the Colleges of Education in Nigeria. Nigeria certificate in Education minimum 

standard stipulates that one of the purposes of teaching and learning Christian Religious 

Education is to “radiate attitudes and values which are typical of a mature and responsible 

member of the Christian community such as love, respect, honesty and service (National 

Commission for colleges of Education). 

In the same vein, Christian Religious Education acts as agent of moral shaper for the 

society. As a matter of facts, the primary responsibility of religious education is to shape the 

moral of the learners from negative to positive as one of the objectives of teaching and 
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learning Christian religious Education. This role is well spelt out in the Nigeria Certificate in 

Education Minimum Standard. To demonstrate sound knowledge and appreciation of the 

moral values needed to live as a Christian at the various stages of growth and development. 

In teaching and learning Christian Religious Education, the learners are meticulously exposed 

to Christian morals to shape the life of the learners as entrenched in the scriptures of the 

Christians. It also builds the mind of the learners towards partaking in their civil 

responsibilities as penned down in the Nigeria constitution.  

In the same vein, Religious Education promotes tolerance which seems to be one of 

the important things we need to live together in Nigeria today. Tolerance according to 

Ilori(2002)does not only imply agreement but it does imply acceptance of another’s right to a 

different point of view. 

Promotion of love is emphasized in the curriculum of Christian Religious Education. 

The concept of love in Christianity is universalistic in nature. Aside, from the fact that 

Christianity endorses loving one’s neighbor like oneself. It also advised that we should love 

and pray for the enemies who persecute us (Khajapeer, 2013). 

 

Conclusion 

This presentation notes that insecurity of lives and property is at alarming rate. One of 

the ways through which insecurity can be reduced to great extent for the government to 

intensify on the character building education such as Christian Religious Studies. As matter 

of fact, Religious Education essentially works on the mind of individuals, and changes the 

mind from negative to positive. Again, since moral problem is what are at stake in the 

country today, the moral values preaches and taught through Christian religious Education 

has potential to change the mind of the Nigerian youths to positive way. The work notes that 

the country needs moral re-orientation which can only be done through Religious Education 

both at home, church and school. 

 

Recommendations  

 Religious education should be taught in the schools not for mere academic exercise 

but for the students to imbibe the moral it stands to plant in their minds. 

 Religious education should be taught by qualified and trained teachers and not just 

any teacher  

 Nigerian government should try as much as possible to try to provide an enablement 

for school age children to be enrolled in the schools so that they will be trained to 

acquire skills and make their mindset refined through religious education. 

 Nigerian government should direct their effort to how the small arms and light 

weapons in Nigeria will be mopped up so as to reduce insecurity to the barest 

minimum.  

 Federal Ministry of Information, Church and Communities should join efforts with 

the school to send good and positive message that can affect Nigerians minds 

positively.   
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